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Student’s Guide 

Luke 2:8-11 
 

When verse 8 says, “In the same region…” 

what region are we talking about? 

       

 

What else does verse 8 tell you about the 

shepherds? 

      

      

      

        

How many angles does verse 9 tell us were 

present at first? 

       

The Greek word for fear is phobos, and here 

Luke uses it twice to reinforce the depth of the 

fear that struck the shepherds. He uses 

ephobethasan (phobeo) and then uses phobon 

(phobos). The first is a verb, the second is a 

noun. In other words, they expressed fear, and 

possessed fear. And who wouldn’t when a 

heavenly being shows up out of nowhere? 
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Nothing good ever happens to shepherds 

either. Nobody liked them! They were smelly—

like the sheep kept—and they were often a 

rough crew. Not only that, but they slept in the 

fields and seldom had the opportunity to bathe, 

so they were dirty as well. As far as most Jews 

were concerned, they were a necessary evil of 

the culture. 

What was King David doing when Samuel came 

to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as king? 

      

       

When David tried to convince Saul to let him 

fight Goliath, what did he offer Saul as 

compelling reasons for letting him fight? 

      

       

Knowing that this is the life of the shepherd, it 

often leaves me surprised that they were so 

terribly afraid. Why do you suppose they were 

still struck so deeply with fear? 
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The light of God’s glory is so permeating as to 

render one almost transparent before Him. 

Someone read Revelation 21:23, “And the city 

has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine 

on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and 

its lamp is the Lamb.” 

Alright, let’s look at something: 

• What’s the first thing God created? 

(Gen 1:3) 

• John 1:4 declares that in Jesus is life and 

that life was the _______ of men? 

• In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the 

________ of the world.” 

• Psalm 119:105 says, “Your WORD is a 

lamp unto my feet, and a ________ 

unto my path.” 

• John 1:1 declares that Jesus is the 

“_______”. 

• This then means that Jesus is the Light 

unto my path. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:6 states, “For God, who 

said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," 

is the One who has shone in our hearts 

to give the Light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Christ.” 

It should make sense, and I know it does, but 

sometimes we need to take the time to gaze in 

awe at His glory as it is displayed in scripture. 
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What is the first thing the angel tells the 

Shepherds? 

       

Let’s compare verse 9 and 10. 

Verse 9  Verse 10 

Ephobethesan 

Expressed fear 

 Euanggelion 

Expressed favor 

Megas phobon 

Seized by fear 

 Megas charon 

Overcome with joy 

  It’s even for you. 

 

Luke 2:12-14 
The angel gives the shepherds a sign which 

helps indicate that Jesus’ birth was more likely 

in a cave behind someone’s house than in an 

upper room inside. The Jews would not have 

allowed the shepherds inside their homes for 

water let alone to see a baby. This would have 

had to be somewhere accessible to the 

Shepherds. 

This is a good time for some application: 

Jesus must be accessible to others. We are the 

ones who make him accessible. 

What are some ways we, as a church, make 

Jesus accessible to others? 
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How does your class make Jesus accessible to 

those who need Him? 

      

      

       

In verse 14 the angels offer peace to men. The 

word men is Anthropos—which means 

humans. What does that tell you? 

      

      

       

The angels also say that God is “pleased” with 

men. How does that grab you? 

      

       

Luke 2:15-20 
The shepherds act immediately. They want to 

go at once to Bethlehem and witness the 

Messiah. 
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What did they do after seeing Jesus? 

      

      

       

What was the result of the Shepherd’s 

proclamation? 

      

       

What is the demeanor of the shepherds on 

their way back? 

      

       

Let’s talk application. The progression has been 

this:  

The shepherd’s received the “good news” 

(evangelism), they believed the good news and 

acted upon it in order to go see (or meet) Jesus. 

When they had met Jesus, they began telling 

others what they had heard, and how they 

learned it to be true by personal experience. 

Then they began glorifying and praising God. 

Conclusion: Again, an outcast is involved, and 

yet they were the key player in the drama. As a 
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result of their salvation, they began to do the 

same. If an outcast can successfully present the 

gospel of Christ, what’s in your way? 


