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Teacher’s Commentary 

Luke 5:1-3 
Now it happened that while the crowd was 

pressing around Him and listening to the word 

of God, He was standing by the lake of 

Gennesaret; and He saw two boats lying at the 

edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten 

out of them and were washing their nets. And 

He got into one of the boats, which was 

Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way 

from the land. And He sat down and began 

teaching the people from the boat.  
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Luke 5:4-7 
When He had finished speaking, He said to 

Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let 

down your nets for a catch." Simon answered 

and said, "Master, we worked hard all night 

and caught nothing, but I will do as You say 

and let down the nets." When they had done 

this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and 

their nets began to break; so they signaled to 

their partners in the other boat for them to 

come and help them. And they came and filled 

both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 
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Luke 5:8-11 
But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down 

at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go away from me Lord, 

for I am a sinful man!" For amazement had 

seized him and all his companions because of 

the catch of fish which they had taken; and so 

also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 

to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will 

be catching men." When they had brought 

their boats to land, they left everything and 

followed Him. 
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Introduction to new Unit: 
From this point forward we will not look 

specifically at why we should minister to 

outcasts, outliers, and outlaws. Instead we will 

identify whether Jesus is currently ministering 

to an outcast, outlier, or outlaw, then focus on 

the principle of the passage. The identification 

will allow you as a teacher to remind the 

student that the object of Jesus’s ministry was 

not what we consider a generally normal 

individual. This will go a long way to helping the 

student see ministry application beyond the 

normal box of church ministry. It must 

necessarily take a second seat to the principle 

truth of the passage, but it will always be 

identified. Please take time to look through the 

student’s guide at the end of this commentary 

so you can see the change in study pattern. 

The Motive 

Commentary (Luke 5:1-4) 
In chapter four, Luke has already told us that 
Jesus has healed many and cast a demon out of 
a man. For this reason, Luke made the 
observation that “the crowd was pressing 
around Him.” Since Jesus was standing on a 
lake, it was easy for Him to spy a boat that 
could be used to aid His preaching. 

There is a science behind the choice, but also an 
ulterior motive. Today, Jesus’ ministry is to the 
outliers. He was certainly ministering to the 
crowds there, but He had a purpose set-aside 
for those on the fringes. 
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Let’s first look at the practical and scientific 
reason for what Jesus did. When he asked 
Simon to push his boat off the shore, He was 
addressing two problems: first, with a large 
crowd like that pressing around Him, the sound 
would be muffled by the bodies surrounding 
Him. He could scream as loud as he wanted to, 
but once the sound waves hit each body they 
would be absorbed and the people in the back 
would have a hard time hearing. The second 
issue was the temptation for them to rush him 
and interrupt so they can ask Him to heal them, 
or ask some other question. Pushing out from 
the shore abated both problems. First, the 
water would amplify his voice and echo off the 
lake. This would allow the smallest sound to 
reach the back of the crowd so that everyone 
could hear every living Word which came out of 
His mouth. Second, the distance from the 
crowd, with water in between, eliminates the 
temptation to rush Him and press in on Him. 

The ulterior motive was that He knew full well 
He intended to perform a miracle that would 
capture the loyalty of a group of outliers who 
would become His inner circle. 

 

The Miracle 

Commentary (Luke 5:4-7) 
Jesus now begins His second ministry 
movement of the day. He has just finished 
giving words of life to the crowd—of whom 
Peter, James, and John are all present. 

By this time of the day, fishing is over. Fish 
would normally come toward the surface to 
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feed on insects that land on the water in the 
evening hours. These fishermen knew that 
prime fishing was in the cool of the night. 
Normally, they would be on the shore mending 
torn nets, and preparing them for the next 
evening’s attempts. Peter and his immediate 
companions were likely doing this while Jesus 
spoke from their boat. Now that everything is 
ready for next shift that night, Jesus asks Peter 
to push off into the deep to let down the nets 
for a catch. 

As an I.T. person in my secular work life, there 
was no shortage of people who wanted to ask 
me if I had tried certain obvious things while I 
was trying to fix their issues. I had one customer 
tell me he was sure that his printer needed the 
latest software and asked me if I had tried 
turning it off and on again as well. This would 
be equivalent to a five-year-old asking his 
mother if she remembered to put cheese in the 
macaroni and cheese dish. Here are Peter and 
his companions staring at Jesus with a blank 
stare saying, “Yeah…we just did that all night 
and didn’t catch anything (does he not realize 
it’s getting too warm for the fish to come to the 
surface now).” [My paraphrase]. However, 
Peter addresses Jesus with the Greek word 
ἐπιστάτης ( epistatēs ) which means “one who 
is above another” or “chief, commander.” 

Here’s a point of application: we can see 
ourselves as an expert in our field—even in 
teaching Scripture—and get blinded by our own 
expertise. When we clothe ourselves with 
humility, we learn that our expertise is only as 
deep as we allow others to dig. Peter recognizes 
that Jesus is above him. He has likely heard all 
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of the miracles Jesus had done thus far and 
decided that Jesus has wisdom he does not. Or, 
if Peter is anything like me, he has decided to 
appease Jesus because he has respect for Him, 
but expects nothing better than what he has 
already seen for the night. 

When the catch was so large that it began to 
break their nets, they had to have help. This 
was undoubtedly the largest catch of fish these 
men had ever seen. When the second set of 
boats came, they both began to sink under the 
load. It seems that a little humility became a 
great blessing. 

 

The Mission 

Commentary (Luke 5:8-11) 
Now comes a tremendous change in 
circumstances. In verse five, Peter calls Jesus 
master (one who is above), now in verse eight 
Peter calls Jesus Lord. There is a considerable 
difference in the two terms. The Greek word 
Peter uses in this case is κύριος ( kurios ) which 
is often translated as “Lord” or “master” and 
means, “he to whom a person or thing belongs, 
about which he has power of deciding.” Peter 
went from seeing Jesus as having a higher 
station than himself, spiritually, to having 
control over him. He has heard of the miracles, 
but now, according to verse eight, he has seen 
the miracles and is the first to confess Jesus’s 
Lordship over his life. 

Peter’s sin becomes the focal point in his own 
life when the results of his workmanship are 
compared to the results of Christ’s. Peter fished 
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all night and caught nothing. Jesus tells him to 
let down his nets and he catches more than he 
ever caught. It became clear to Peter that there 
was a disparity between Jesus and himself. The 
only conclusion he could draw was that he was 
sinful and Jesus was not. Peter isn’t being rude 
when he says, “Go away from, Lord!” He was 
showing respect. He’s essentially saying, “You 
don’t want to be around me. I’ll only ruin your 
reputation. My life compared to yours are two 
very different things with very different 
outcomes. Don’t waste your time on me.” 

Peter was amazed. The words used here give 
the idea that Peter was stunned to the point of 
being unable to move for a moment. He was 
just stood there with his attention fixed on the 
miracle and incapable of comprehending what 
had happened. Until he did. 

Jesus’s response in verse ten is part of what is 
called “The Great Reversal” in the book of Luke. 
Luke focuses on how Jesus upends everyone’s 
understanding of God. The first will be last, the 
outcasts are the accepted, the outliers are 
drawn in, and the outlaws are pardoned. This is 
the moment when Jesus brings a new spiritual 
economy to a people bereft of its wealth and in 
desperate need of a bail-out. Jesus looks at 
Peter and sees a scared little boy who has 
comprehended the enormity of the 
circumstance and speaks peace into his life by 
saying, “Do not fear.” 

With those words, Jesus would usher in instant 
peace. If you don’t believe that, remember 
Mark 4:39 when Jesus spoke to squalling waves 
and the wind and simply said, “Peace, be still.” 
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And the wind and waves came to a calm. When 
Jesus told Peter not to fear, I can promise you 
that fear fled from him like an animal from a 
burning forest. 

Jesus says, “From now on you will be catching 
men.” Peter has acquiesced to Jesus’ Lordship 
and Jesus is exercising it. Peter will go from 
reaching out for fish to reaching out to men. He 
will no longer catch for his profit, but for the 
profit of the Kingdom of God. 

Verse eleven is where the rubber meets the 
road so-to-speak. Did Peter mean it when he 
called Jesus Lord? Did he really offer himself to 
Jesus as His own possession? Verse eleven tells 
us that Peter meant it. He was ready to follow 
Jesus to the ends of the earth. “When they had 
brought their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed Him.” Not only did Peter mean it, 
but his companions did too.  

They were ragged, smelly fishermen. They were 
outliers who flew under the radar except 
among their fellow outliers. Yet, Jesus had 
drawn them in like a catch of fish so that they 
were now a part of His inner circle. They too 
would turn the world upside down by reaching 
out and drawing-in others. 

Final Application 
How do we apply all of this? The motive was to 

speak life and draw-in men. The miracle was 

Jesus’s demonstration of His Lordship. The 

Mission was to do the same. In a sentence, 

Jesus has demonstrated that the gospel is all 

about drawing-in others and leading them to a 

place of submission to His Lordship.  
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Student’s Guide 

Change in Focus 
Up until now we have focused on the various 

outcasts that have surrounded Jesus from birth. 

This is all part of what many will call “The Great 

Reversal.” Luke often upends common thought. 

The first will be last, the outcasts are the 

accepted, the outliers are drawn in, and the 

outlaws are pardoned. From this point forward 

we will not look specifically at why we should 

minister to outcasts, outliers, and outlaws. 

Instead we will identify whether Jesus is 

currently ministering to an outcast, outlier, or 

outlaw, then focus on the principle of the 

passage. It is my hope that you will continually 

bear in mind that Jesus’s willingness to use 

anybody means that anybody is qualified to 

receive Him. 

 

The first will be last, the outcasts are the 

accepted, the outliers are drawn in, and 

the outlaws are pardoned. It is the great 

reversal which Jesus offers all mankind. 
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The Motive 

Luke 5:1-3 
Now it happened that while the crowd was 
pressing around Him and listening to the word 
of God, He was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret; and He saw two boats lying at the 
edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten 
out of them and were washing their nets. And 
He got into one of the boats, which was 
Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way 
from the land. And He sat down and began 
teaching the people from the boat. 

Jesus is doing what He always does. He is 
preaching. Jesus never went anywhere that 
teaching and preaching wasn’t involved. He 
proclaimed His Father and taught the family 
rules, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
(Matthew 22:37, 39) 

Jesus is also doing something else. He is setting 
up a teachable moment. He is “casting a net” as 
it were. His intention in getting into Peter’s boat 
was more than just the science of amplifying his 
voice for the crowd, but it was to create an 
opportunity for Peter and his friends to 
recognize who Jesus really was and what He 
had in store for them. 

Jesus knows he intends to call His first disciples 
and He prepares the scene. While the Peter, 
James, and John, and their companions, are 
mending their nets from the previous night’s 
work to prepare them for the next night’s work, 
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Jesus is preparing His own net through these 
circumstances. 

What should be the motive behind the 
ministries of the church? 

 

 

Within those ministries, what can be done to 
prepare the “nets” for a spiritual catch? 
Identify specific ministries in which you are 
involved, and the specific methods of 
preparation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus knows he intends to call His first 

disciples and He prepares the scene. 
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The Miracle 

Luke 5:4-7 
When He had finished speaking, He said to 
Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch." Simon answered 
and said, "Master, we worked hard all night 
and caught nothing, but I will do as You say 
and let down the nets." When they had done 
this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and 
their nets began to break; so they signaled to 
their partners in the other boat for them to 
come and help them. And they came and filled 
both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 

By this time of the day, fishing is over. Fish 
would normally come toward the surface to 
feed on insects that land on the water in the 
evening hours. These fishermen knew that 
prime fishing was in the cool of the night. Peter 
and his immediate companions were likely 
preparing for the next night’s catch. Jesus asks 
Peter to push off into the deep to let down the 
nets for a catch. 

Here are Peter and his companions staring at 
Jesus with a blank stare saying, “Yeah…we just 
did that all night and didn’t catch anything.” 
[my paraphrase]. However, Peter addresses 
Jesus with the Greek word ἐπιστάτης ( epistatēs 
) which means “one who is above another” or 
“chief, commander.” And he concedes to 
appease Jesus by giving it a try. 

What is the difference between appeasing 
someone and pleasing someone? 

 



 

 Page 17 of 50 

 

Will Jesus accept our attempts to appease Him, 
or does He demand only that we please Him? 

 

 

What was the result of Peter’s attempt to 
appease Jesus? 

 

 

 

They fished all night and caught nothing. Jesus 

tells them to fish now (in the morning) and they 

caught more than they ever had. The point isn’t 

the time of day when we fish, the point is in 

when we obey. 

Here’s a point of application: we can see 

ourselves as an expert in our field—even in 

teaching Scripture—and get blinded by our own 

expertise. When we clothe ourselves with 

humility, we learn that our well of expertise is 

only as deep as we allow others to dig. 

 

When Peter clothed himself in humility, 

he was allowing Jesus to dig a deeper 

well of understanding in him. 
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The Mission 

Luke 5:8-11 
In the introduction, I mentioned Luke’s “Great 

Reversal.” This is one of those moments. Jesus 

draws-in His catch and declares His will that 

they learn to do the same. 

The Greek word Peter uses in verse 8 is 

κύριος ( kurios ) which is often 

translated as “Lord” or “master” and 

means, “he to whom a person or thing 

belongs, about which he has power of 

deciding.” 

The first of these reversals in this passage 

begins with Peter’s declaration. At first, Peter 

called Jesus “master,” or his superior. Now he 

calls him Lord—the One Who has power over 

him. Peter has transitioned from deference to 

devotion. Where Peter once deferred to Jesus’s 

judgment as better than his; he now devotes his 

life to the control of the One whose power 

commands it. What brought about this change? 

It was Peter’s realization of his own sinfulness in 

contrast to the power and command of Christ 

over nature. 

Isaiah had a similar encounter where he 

realized his own sin in Isaiah 6:5. When 

confronted with the holiness of God, he could 

only see his own sinfulness. Peter asks Jesus to 

leave his presence out of respect. 

The second of the great reversals is when Jesus 

declares to Peter that he will no longer catch 



 

 Page 19 of 50 

fish, but men. This whole exercise has been a 

living illustration for Peter and his companions. 

Jesus has preached the word (He cast the net), 

then he drew it in and brought with it the first 

disciples. Now he tells Peter it’s his turn to learn 

to do the same. 

The mission is always the same: reach out in 

order to draw in. Jesus made the object of that 

mission clear when He told Peter he would now 

catch men. 

For Jesus, the net was not only the words of life, 

but a miracle. Now that we know the mission, 

let’s look at a couple of nets we can use today. 

 

 

Church Services 

Is the church service a valid “net” for drawing 

others? 

 

What are some of the ministries that fall under 

“church services” and how do we prepare for 

those (i.e., worship service, A.W.A.N.A, etc.)? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Page 20 of 50 

Outreach Efforts 

What are some of the outreach efforts Walnut 

employs today (as a whole church)? 

 

What about your outreach efforts personally; 

what do you do to cast nets? 

 

How do you prepare to help ensure the success 

of your efforts? 

 

Discipleship Efforts 

How would you rate the church’s efforts at 

discipling new believers? 

 

What kind of preparation goes into casting this 

type of net, and what is the intended effect? 

 

 

 

Try This 
As believers in Jesus, we have been called to be 

catchers of mankind. Jesus’s motives were in 

line with the Father’s. Since His desire was to 

catch men, He prepared the circumstance to 

help ensure success. In His case, He performed 

a miracle to get their attention and start them 

on their mission. We may not currently possess 
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the power to effect miracles, but when we are 

obedient to the Lordship of Christ—when we 

prepare ourselves to be used by Him, and invest 

considerable thought and study into how to 

best do His will—we become conduits for such 

miracles. 

This week, spend time in prayer asking the Lord 

to align your motives with His. When you are 

confident you have set your heart on seeking 

His will for the benefit of His Kingdom, move on 

to the next step. 

Ask the Lord how you can prepare the field 

before you so that when you cast your net you 

may bring in a catch. Here are some practical 

steps: 

1. Stay in the Word, and pray daily. 

 

2. Study relevant scripture related to the 

gospel message. Know the gospel story 

inside and out. 

 

3. Write your testimony. It’s one thing to 

talk about all that Christ did 2,000 years 

ago, but when you share what He does 

in your life today, your listeners know 

He is a timeless God who is intimately 

involved in the lives of His children. 

 

4. Finally, read articles and books by 

others who share their successes in the 

areas of outreach you intend to 

practice. 
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Once you have aligned your motives and 

prepared for your miracle, then execute the 

mission. Go out! Don’t wait for people to come 

to you. Remember that Jesus asked Peter to go 

out into the deep to let down his nets. Peter 

had to move from where he was to where the 

fish were. So do you. Join a local club, reach out 

to people at your children’s activities, or stop 

and talk to someone at a park or a store. 

Look at what Christ accomplished with a few 

outliers who simply duplicated Jesus’s method 

for catching men. 
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Week 6 

The Desperate Dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Guide and Commentary 
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Teacher’s Commentary 

Luke 7:36-38 
Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him 

to dine with him, and He entered the 

Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. And 

there was a woman in the city who was a 

sinner; and when she learned that He was 

reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, 

she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, and 

standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she 

began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept 

wiping them with the hair of her head, and 

kissing His feet and anointing them with the 

perfume.  
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Luke 7:39-46 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 

said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would 

know who and what sort of person this woman is who is 

touching Him, that she is a sinner." And Jesus answered 

him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he 

replied, "Say it, Teacher." "A moneylender had two 

debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. "When they were unable to repay, he graciously 

forgave them both. So which of them will love him 

more?" Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one 

whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have 

judged correctly." Turning toward the woman, He said to 

Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 

you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My 

feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. "You 

gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has 

not ceased to kiss My feet. "You did not anoint My head 

with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 
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Luke 7:47-50 
"For this reason I say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been forgiven, for she loved 

much; but he who is forgiven little, loves 

little." Then He said to her, "Your sins have 

been forgiven." Those who were reclining at 

the table with Him began to say to themselves, 

"Who is this man who even forgives sins?" And 

He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace." 
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Sinners Desperate for Forgiveness 

Commentary (Luke 7:36-38) 
Several historical-cultural cues need to be 
discussed in order to understand the impact of 
these three verses. We’ll deal with those cues 
first, then dive into the effect they have on the 
meaning of the passage. 

Invitations of Hospitality 
It was often a custom in the Jewish culture to 
extend hospitality to visiting teacher, prophet, 
or religious leader. This was especially practiced 
by Pharisees who preferred to be seen with 
influential people.  

The protocols for such hospitality were 
complicated. If you had a servant in your house, 
you would have the lowest of your servants 
bring a basin of water to wash the feet of your 
visitor. Most of these visitors would have 
traveled from neighboring cities along dirt 
roads. Their feet would have collected a decent 
amount of dust, thus the need to be washed. 

In addition, where you placed your guest at the 
table determined the level of honor you placed 
on them. If they were immediately to your 
right, then they were a guest with high honor. 
The further from you they were, the less 
honorably you esteemed them. 

Generosity to the Poor 
When a home owner invited a guest who was 
well-known, it was not uncommon for the 
homeowner to open their doors to the poor 
who would be allowed to eat once the honored 
guests had their fill. Until then the poor were 
required keep away from the table. 
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Perfume 
Perfumes were expensive fragrances, but not 
uncommon in that day. This could be in line 
with Chanel No.5. Chanel is an expensive 
perfume, but not out of reach for the average 
person (without sense) to purchase at $80 per 
ounce. 

Adult Women and Their Hair 
Women past the age of twelve were of 
marrying age. In the Jewish culture, it was 
expected that they would marry by their 
adulthood. A married woman was to always 
have her hair covered to show that her husband 
was her covering. If the hair was not covered, a 
woman would be presumed unmarried. 

Kiss of Greeting 
The kiss of greeting was planted dead on the 
mouth of the guest. It was not a passionate kiss, 
it was a short plant on the lips. It was a gesture 
of friendship and acceptance. It was common in 
those days. When I was in Saudi Arabia working 
on contract, my driver was from India. We 
quickly became friends and when I wanted to 
take a picture with him, he immediately 
grabbed my hand and held it like it was normal. 
I just allowed it, not knowing, but I later learned 
that it was Indian culture to hold the hand of 
someone with whom you espoused friendship. 
This is the same kind of thing in the Jewish 
culture. 

Anointing the Head with Oil 
In those days, bathing was not a daily 
occurrence, so in order to keep a presentable 
appearance, one would put oil in their hair to 
combat the dryness of the climate. Without oil, 



 

 Page 33 of 50 

the hair could become almost frizzy and 
disheveled. It was expected that a host would 
provide some oil for the head of his guest—
especially if they had been traveling. 

Now that we have identified the historical-
cultural cues, let’s dive into how they affect our 
passage. 

Our Pharisee extended the courtesy of an 
invitation to Jesus, and Jesus honored him with 
acceptance. For any would be host, the 
acceptance of an invitation would be an honor. 
Yet, from the explicit evidence of the passage, it 
is clear the Pharisee does not do this for the 
benefit of Jesus, but for his own. 

In verse thirty-seven, the “woman in the city” 
was clearly a woman with a reputation. The use 
of “a woman” with “was a sinner” hints toward 
a life of prostitution, or at least a woman known 
for her sexual escapades. When she finds out 
Jesus is there, she takes opportunity in the 
social norm that the Pharisee’s home would be 
open for access to Jesus. The perfume she 
brings is another tell toward her profession. 

Verse thirty-eight says she stood behind him. 
The arrangement during a banquet style meal 
like this was for each individual to recline at the 
table. This would mean that each individual at 
the table would rest his left arm on the table 
with his feet directly behind him toward the 
wall. This gives the woman ready access to 
Jesus’s feet. 

It is important to note that this woman is not 
likely to be the same woman mentioned in 
John’s gospel. Several reasons have been 
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argued in both directions, but I will defer to the 
argument from Frank Gaebelein in the 
Expositor’s Commentary Series (1984 edition, 
volume 8, page 902-903). Gaebelein concludes 
they are different women, and provides a 
strong argument with evidence. 

The first thing she does while standing behind 
him is to wash his feet with her tears. We are 
not told why she is weeping so much, but it 
does seem that she has adequately understood 
who He is. By washing his feet with her tears, 
she has placed herself in the lowest position in 
the house. To further lower her position, she 
wipes his feet with her own hair. The lack of 
covering likely indicates that she is not married, 
and thus considered an embarrassment to her 
family—let alone the embarrassment brought 
about by her profession. If she is married, she 
has offended social and religious sensibilities 
entirely. She then kisses the feet of Jesus which 
is an act of worship and subjugation. Then she 
refreshes Him by pouring perfume on His weary 
feet. 

Much has happened in these three verses that 
is inferred from history and culture. The depth 
of her sin, the depths to which she would stoop, 
and the high opinion she has bestowed upon 
Jesus are amplified with knowledge of the past. 

This outcast, this outlaw, was desperate. She 
may have been present when Jesus was 
teaching. She may have only heard of the 
miracles He had performed. For some reason, 
her desperation has driven her to the feet of 
Jesus under the most humiliating 
circumstances. Yet, she did not let the thoughts 
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of others stand in the way—she was too 
desperate to allow it, too dead to let it bother 
her. 

She is broken. She is misspent. She is ready for 
salvation. 

 

Religious People Full of Judgment 

Commentary (Luke 7:39-46) 
The immediate reaction of the Pharisee is to be 
disgusted by the woman, and with Jesus. The 
Pharisee questions Jesus’s judgment and right 
to call himself a prophet. He wrongly assumes 
that because of the type of woman she is, Jesus 
should be condemning her. In his mind he 
speaks these things—only in his thoughts. 

Luke tells us in verse forty that Jesus “answers” 
the Pharisee named Simon. While Simon only 
thought these things, Jesus knows His thoughts 
and responds to them immediately. 

Parables were a staple of teaching for Jesus. He 
didn’t have to get them from a book or study 
them in religion class. He always knew what to 
say, and how to present it. 

I came to know Jesus as my Savior when I was 
six years old. I wasn’t steeped in a life of crime, 
debauchery, or immorality. I was six! I knew as 
a child that something great had happened to 
me. Yet, in my teenage years, I had grown 
complacent. I had forgotten what Christ had 
done because there was so little in my life for 
which I needed forgiveness. It wasn’t until I 
expressed the whole of my rebellion and sin in 
my teenage and early adult years that I came to 
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see as precious the salvation offered me in 
Christ. Here, Jesus relates that same concept to 
Simon through a parable. Simon responds 
appropriately by understanding that the one 
who was rescued from the worst of 
circumstances would love their liberator more. 

This is where Jesus brings home the parable. 
Jesus reminds Simon that his intentions were 
only to amplify his own station in life by having 
Jesus come to dine. If Simon had really cared, 
he would not have dishonored Jesus by 
withholding from Him someone to wash His 
feet. This would have been spoken to Simon’s 
embarrassment in front of the crowd that was 
there. Jesus also reminds him that Simon did 
not offer him a kiss of greeting to show that 
Jesus was respected and accepted as a friend. 
This would not embarrass Simon so much as let 
him know that Jesus caught the condescending 
undertones. 

The real embarrassment in all of this for Simon 
is the fact that Jesus not only called-out his 
miscues, but He emphasized that this sinful 
woman did not miss the cues and acted more 
honorably than Simon. Let’s look at the 
differences. 
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Simon Sinful Woman 

No water for Jesus’s 
feet. 

Tears to wash his 
feet, hair to dry them 

No oil for Jesus’s 
head. 

Perfume to refresh 
Jesus’ feet (she went 
the distance). 

No kiss of greeting. Kissed Jesus’s feet. 

Sought the 
advancement of his 
own reputation. 

Glorified Christ over 
her own reputation. 

 

From start to finish, the woman Simon saw as 
detestable and worthless showed more 
righteousness and honor than himself. But, 
that’s how it is with religious people who are 
full of judgment. They condemn others and 
criticize godly leaders. Conversely, the 
desperate dead will throw all caution to the 
wind in an effort to be made whole again. 

 

A Savior Full of Compassion 

Commentary (Luke 7:47-50) 
Not much commentary is needed here. Jesus 
simply summarizes the parable by applying it to 
the woman and Simon. He makes it clear that 
Simon, because of his self-righteous view, has 
very little of which he needs to be forgiven. The 
truth is, he had little of which to be forgiven. As 
a Pharisee he would have lived according to the 
strictest of laws. Yet, he lacked the heart bent 
toward the precepts of God. The woman, on the 
other hand, recognized the value of Jesus and 
gave herself to him wholeheartedly. 
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Simon had no faith in Jesus, but the woman had 
only faith in Jesus. Simon fulfilled the law and 
didn’t feel he needed forgiveness. The woman 
broke every religious law and was desperate for 
forgiveness. 

The result was that the woman found 
compassion and Simon found condemnation. 
The self-righteous man suffers a self-inflicted 
wound while the unrighteous woman 
experiences the unmerited compassion of 
Christ. 

Final Application 
How do we apply all of this? There are two 

applications we can make. The first is outward 

from us. The other is inwardly toward us. 

Outwardly: 
We will undoubtedly encounter religious, 

judgmental people. They will not understand 

why they need to be forgiven. They would 

rather levy accusations against spiritual 

leadership and talk-down about those with a 

lowly station in life. What is our responsibility in 

this? It is to pray for these individuals that they 

may humble themselves before the Lord must 

humiliate them. We are to confront their toxic 

statements with the love and the truth of the 

gracious gospel. We are not to be like them, nor 

to join them in this process. 

We will also encounter those for whom the 

“bottom” has been a way of life. They will be 

desperate and in need of a solution. We have a 

choice in this matter. We can leave them to be 

the outlaws they are, or we can reach out to 
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them with the grace and compassion of Christ. 

Luke 7:36-50 makes clear what we ought to do. 

We are to extend the grace and compassion 

which Jesus extended to the woman that day. 

Inwardly: 
Which are you? Are you the self-righteous 

pharisee who lives right and has little for which 

you need to be forgiven? Or are you like the 

desperate woman who recognizes your own 

sinfulness? Here’s a good test. 

Do I find myself moved with compassion for the 

lost—truly moved on an emotional level?   

[ 1 point if yes; -1 if no ]    

Do I speak of the need for Jesus with someone 

who is lost?  

[ 2 points if weekly; 1 point if monthly; -1 if 

rarely ]      

Have I ever asked someone to stop using 

offensive language around me because I am a 

Christian? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Do I regularly participate in ministries of the 

church which are focused on reaching those in 

need of Jesus?  

[ 1 point if yes; -1 if no ]     

Do I attempt to improve the manner in which I 

share my testimony and the gospel? 

[ 1point if yes; -1 if no ]    
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Have I ever had discussions with a fellow-

Christian about how an unsaved person’s 

behavior disgusts me (i.e., homosexuals, pro-

abortionists, etc.)? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Do I automatically assume homeless people 

holding signs on the street are too lazy to work? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Add up your score. Are you in the negative, or 

barely above zero? If so, you may be more 

inclined toward behavior like Simon’s as 

opposed to that of the woman who saw the 

desperate need for Jesus. 
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Student’s Guide 

Sinners Desperate for Forgiveness 

Luke 7:36-38 
Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him 
to dine with him, and He entered the 
Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. And 
there was a woman in the city who was a 
sinner; and when she learned that He was 
reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, 
she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, and 
standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she 
began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept 
wiping them with the hair of her head, and 
kissing His feet and anointing them with the 
perfume. 

There are a lot of historical-cultural nuggets 
that will affect your understanding of this 
passage. For your understanding there is a list 
of them at the end of this lesson. When you see 
a number enclosed in brackets, you can find the 
historical-cultural explanation under that 
number at the end of the lesson. 

The human desire to associate with people of 
importance is pretty normal. However, the 
altruistic desire to be useful to people of 
importance is a little less common [1]. For 
Simon, the clues in the passage tell us that his 
desire was to be associated with people of 
importance. After all, if this man turned out to 
be the Messiah, he would want to be sure 
everyone knew he had Jesus over for dinner 
once. 
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What are some of the customs of today that are 
intended to be more altruistic toward others 
(such as inviting guest speakers for dinner, 
etc.)? 

 

Things get dicey when the local prostitute 
comes in. You can immediately recognize her 
because she’s the one that is known to frequent 
the travelers of the town, or maybe the 
travelers frequent her. 

In Harlan County, KY, U.S. Highway 119 is 
known to be a common route for prostitutes to 
walk. Many truck drivers and out-of-towners 
can be seen picking up women walking on the 
side of the road. Some of those women aren’t 
any older than eighteen or nineteen. For many 
years, one woman, known as Tiny, was well 
known. Tiny had given herself away along 119 
enough times to have contracted AIDS. 
Everyone knew her. Everyone knew what she 
carried, and everyone knew better than to get 
involved—at least the locals did. 

One of my professors continuously shared the 
gospel with her, but to no avail. Nonetheless, 
this is the kind of reputation this woman in 
Simon’s day would have had. 

What should be the immediate response of the 
Christian when such a person walks into the 
church? 
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The first thing the woman does is to weep and 
wet Jesus feet with her tears.  

Why might this woman be weeping? 

 

What was the significance of wetting Jesus feet 
with her tears and drying them with her hair 
[2]? 

 

 

 

The woman begins to kiss Jesus’s feet [3]. There 
is no more demeaning action that to put oneself 
in the position of kissing another person’s feet.  

What thoughts do you suppose were running 
through the mind of the woman as she kissed 
Jesus’s feet? 

 

 

Luke mentions the perfume as being poured on 
Jesus’s feet. One only needs to think back to 
smelly gym shoes to understand why perfume 
on the feet—especially feet that sit in the open 
sandals of one who travels many miles per day 
by foot—would be a welcome act. The feet 
become dirty, they stink, and they are often 
sore. Perfume on Jesus’s feet would have been 
like aftershave on a freshly shaven face. Still, 
there is the perishable thought that this woman 
is using the tools of her trade (the perfume) to 
pour onto the Savior’s feet. For those who love 
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their own brand of religion, it may seem vile 
and disgusting to consider. But for those who 
are desperate to be loved by Him, it is all they 
have to offer. 

Here’s a moment of application: for the 
desperate dead, the only gift they have is the 
product of their sin. This gift is seen as precious 
and liberating in the sight of Christ. While the 
gift of the self-righteous is filthy rags in His eyes 
(Isaiah 64:6). 

The woman is broken. What evidence shows 
us this? 

 

The woman is misspent. How has she been 
misspent? 

 

The woman is ready for salvation. How do we 
know this? 

 

 

Religious People Full of Judgment 

Luke 7:39-46 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him 
saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a 
prophet He would know who and what sort of 
person this woman is who is touching Him, 
that she is a sinner." And Jesus answered him, 
"Simon, I have something to say to you." And 
he replied, "Say it, Teacher." "A moneylender 
had two debtors: one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. "When they were 
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unable to repay, he graciously forgave them 
both. So which of them will love him more?" 
Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one 
whom he forgave more." And He said to him, 
"You have judged correctly." Turning toward 
the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no 
water for My feet, but she has wet My feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
"You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I 
came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. "You 
did not anoint My head with oil, but she 
anointed My feet with perfume. 

Simon doesn’t have a lot of respect for Jesus. As 

far as he is concerned, Jesus can’t be much of a 

prophet if he can’t tell the moral character of 

the woman touching Him. Yet, Simon is looking 

through the lens of his own efforts to please 

God. 

What are some labels Christians tend to place 
on others who have committed “hideous” sins 
(i.e., sex offenders, people who have had 
affairs, etc.)? 

 

Sometimes we spend more energy labeling 

others than we do sharing the gospel. It’s easier 

to look up another person’s arrest record than 

it is to ask if they know Jesus. 

Verse thirty-nine tells us that Simon said to 

himself (in his own thoughts) what he thought 

about Jesus. Yet, verse forty says that Jesus 

“answered” Simon out loud. 
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In the way Jesus did so masterfully, he shares a 

parable with Simon. The bottom-line is that 

people who have been delivered from 

desperate circumstances love more than those 

who have been delivered from little. 

Isaiah 64:6, “For all of us have become 

like one who is unclean, And all our 

righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; 

And all of us wither like a leaf, And our 

iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” 

Simon believed he had little for which to be 

forgiven. In terms of sins of commission, that 

may have been the case, but spiritually, Simon 

was missing a key understanding. 

What was missing in Simon’s understanding? 

 

At this point, Jesus begins to help Simon 

understand all that wen wrong. Again, Luke 

presents another “Great Reversal.” 

Let’s contrast Simon with the sinful woman. 

Simon Sinful Woman 

No water for Jesus’s 
feet. 

Tears to wash his 
feet, hair to dry them 

No oil for Jesus’s 
head. 

Perfume to refresh 
Jesus’ feet (she went 
the distance). 

No kiss of greeting. Kissed Jesus’s feet. 

Sought the 
advancement of his 
own reputation. 

Glorified Christ over 
her own reputation. 
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Judgmental, religious people tend to condemn 

other “sinners” and criticize godly leaders. 

Simon was no different, except that instead of 

criticizing a godly leader, he was criticizing God. 

 

A Savior Full of Compassion 

Luke 7:47-50 
"For this reason I say to you, her sins, which 

are many, have been forgiven, for she loved 

much; but he who is forgiven little, loves 

little." Then He said to her, "Your sins have 

been forgiven." Those who were reclining at 

the table with Him began to say to themselves, 

"Who is this man who even forgives sins?" And 

He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace." 

In the end, it was faith in Christ that brought 

salvation, not faith in oneself. Simon trusted his 

own adherence to the law, while the sinful 

woman had nothing left to trust but Jesus. 

She showered Jesus with her tears, and she 

refreshed him with her perfume. Rather than 

show disgust and drive her away, Jesus showers 

her clean with forgiveness, and gives her peace 

with through salvation. 

Try This 
How do we apply all of this? There are two 

applications we can make. The first is outward 

from us. The other is inwardly toward us. 
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Outwardly: 
We will undoubtedly encounter religious, 

judgmental people. They will not understand 

why they need to be forgiven. They would 

rather levy accusations against spiritual 

leadership and talk-down about those with a 

lowly station in life. What is our responsibility in 

this? It is to pray for these individuals that they 

may humble themselves before the Lord must 

humiliate them. We are to confront their toxic 

statements with the love and the truth of the 

gracious gospel. We are not to be like them, nor 

to join them in this process. 

We will also encounter those for whom the 

“bottom” has been a way of life. They will be 

desperate and in need of a solution. We have a 

choice in this matter. We can leave them to be 

the outlaws they are, or we can reach out to 

them with the grace and compassion of Christ. 

Luke 7:36-50 makes clear what we ought to do. 

We are to extend the grace and compassion 

which Jesus extended to the woman that day. 

Inwardly: 
Which are you? Are you the self-righteous 

pharisee who lives right and has little for which 

you need to be forgiven? Or are you like the 

desperate woman who recognizes your own 

sinfulness? Here’s a good test. 

Do I find myself moved with compassion for the 

lost—truly moved on an emotional level?   

[ 1 point if yes; -1 if no ]    



 

 Page 49 of 50 

Do I speak of the need for Jesus with someone 

who is lost?  

[ 2 points if weekly; 1 point if monthly; -1 if 

rarely ]      

Have I ever asked someone to stop using 

offensive language around me because I am a 

Christian? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Do I regularly participate in ministries of the 

church which are focused on reaching those in 

need of Jesus?  

[ 1 point if yes; -1 if no ]     

Do I attempt to improve the manner in which I 

share my testimony and the gospel? 

[ 1point if yes; -1 if no ]    

Have I ever had discussions with a fellow-

Christian about how a person’s behavior 

disgusts me (i.e., homosexuals, pro-abortionists, 

etc.)? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Do I automatically assume homeless people 

holding signs on the street are too lazy to work? 

[ -1 if yes; 1 if no ]    

Add up your score. Are you in the negative, or 

barely above zero? If so, you may be more 

inclined toward behavior like Simon’s as 

opposed to that of the woman who saw the 

desperate need for Jesus. 

 


