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Teacher’s Commentary 

A Desperate Woman 

Luke 8:42 – 44 
But as He went, the crowds were pressing 

against Him. 43And a woman who had a 

hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be 

healed by anyone,  44came up behind Him and 

touched the fringe of His cloak, and 

immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 
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An Attentive Savior 

Luke 8:45-46 
And Jesus said, "Who is the one who touched 

Me?" And while they were all denying it, Peter 

said, "Master, the people are crowding and 

pressing in on You."  46But Jesus said, 

"Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that 

power had gone out of Me." 
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A Restored Woman 

Luke 8:47-48 
When the woman saw that she had not 

escaped notice, she came trembling and fell 

down before Him, and declared in the 

presence of all the people the reason why she 

had touched Him, and how she had been 

immediately healed.  48And He said to her, 

"Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 

peace." 
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A Desperate Woman 

Commentary (Luke 8:42 – 44) 
There is so much to observe in these two 
verses, and so much to infer. We’ll address the 
cultural issues at-hand, the religious issues, and 
the practical issues. 

Cultural Issues 
It is said so often, that it is barely worth 
mentioning now, except for Jesus’s response 
throughout this passage. Women in those days 
were treated as possessions rather than people. 
If a woman was wealthy, she could buy her 
respect well enough, but a poor woman could 
only hope for people to pay attention. 

Religious Issues 
When God issued the ceremonial laws, He was 
abundantly clear how they were to be carried-
out. Any contact with a woman who has any 
discharge of blood would render the individual, 
and his or her clothing, unclean. They would 
have to strip their clothing, wash it, then bathe. 
They were to be unclean until the next day. 

It was considered not only inconsiderate for her 
to have been working her way through the 
crowd, but it would have been considered sinful 
for her to have done so without shouting, 
“Unclean!” 

Practical Issues 
One practical issue that comes out of this is that 
she has spent all she had on doctors. It cannot 
be discerned whether the doctors took 
advantage of her condition, or were 
compassionate and caring. All we can discern is 
that she had nothing left to offer for treatment. 
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The other practical issues stem from the 
religious issues. First, we have a clue in the 
statement that she spent all she had on 
treatment. This indicates that she was single—
otherwise, Scripture would have noted that she 
spent all “they” had, or “her husband spent all 
he had…” Why she wasn’t married could be 
influenced by a number of things. In those days, 
Jews could divorce their wives if they burn the 
toast (literally). If she had an issue of blood for 
twelve years, her husband could have divorced 
her because he couldn’t touch her. She also 
may have had the issue from the time she 
became of marrying age, which means no man 
would want her. Now she’s not only penniless, 
she’s loveless. 

Second, her disease means she can bare no 
children. Here is a young Jewish woman unable 
to be married (whether at all or by divorce), and 
unable to bare children—a disgrace for a young 
Jew. Now she is penniless, loveless, and 
childless. 

Third, she could never enter the Court of 
Women at the temple because she was 
unclean. It’s a cold thing to think about denying 
someone the ability to truly worship according 
to God’s will because they are unclean by no 
fault of their own. Yet, here she is: penniless, 
loveless, childless, and unfulfilled. 

Finally, for twelve years she has had no 
affectionate touch from a husband, father, or 
children. All of the felt needs of humanity are 
denied her as a result of this issue of blood. She 
cannot be loved, she cannot be touched, she 
cannot be a Mom, she cannot be a proper wife. 
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She can’t even cook, clean, or keep the house (a 
duty of honor among Jewish women) without 
rendering everything unusable for at least 24 
hours. She is penniless, loveless, childless, 
unfulfilled, and without affection. 

So much has fueled her desperation to get to 
Jesus and touch the hem of His garment. 

Let us note that she has demonstrated faith to 
be healed. Not only does she believe that Jesus 
can bring about the healing, but she believes 
that His power is so great, she will only need to 
touch the hem of His garment. It is possible that 
she exercising a Greek magic ideology where 
one only needed to touch the garments of a 
magician to receive some of their power. 
Because Luke does not tell us what is in her 
heart, we can only accept that while her 
knowledge may be imperfect, Jesus does not 
dismiss her.  

Rest assured, the power was not in the 
garment, but in the God-man. She needn’t be 
touched by Him, nor touch His garment. She 
only needed the faith to believe He possessed 
the power to heal her. She could have believed 
that only contact with His shadow would be 
enough and would have been. The real matter 
here is the measure of her faith. As empty as 
she had become; as deep as her desperation 
had reached; her faith had not yet found its 
limits. 

Because of this great faith, her hemorrhage 
immediately stopped! Please emphasize in your 
mind the word “immediately.” The beauty of 
the immediate miracle is made evident in the 
ugliness of the long years of her desperation. 
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Her healing was not obtained through 
physicians, it was obtained through the Great 
Physician. 

Before, she was penniless, loveless, childless, 
unfulfilled, without affection, and an outcast. 
The questions is, what made her that way? 
What caused the crisis in her life? It was 
obviously the illness that brought about the 
stigmatism. In those days, the Jews believed 
those things were a result of sin. Just remember 
when the disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he would 
be born blind?” (John 9:2). 

An interesting note here, which really has no 
theological baring on the passage, but is worth 
discussing, is that Jairus’s daughter was twelve 
years old. This means that the woman had been 
suffering with this disease ever since Jairus’s 
daughter was born. Just as Jairus’s little girl is 
about to expire after twelve years, the woman 
is about to end her twelve-year fight to be free 
of this disease. 

 

An Attentive Savior 

Commentary (Luke 8:45 – 46) 
If any passage made us aware of the fact that 
Jesus pays attention to broken people, it is this 
one. Surrounding Jesus is a crowd of people 
that are pressing in so hard they almost crush 
Him. Luke uses the Greek word συμπνίγω 
(sumpnigō) which literally means, “to choke 
utterly.” For you and I, this would preclude any 
ability to identify a particular touch. 
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It is not worth getting hung-up on the idea, as 
some have pushed, that Jesus was unable to 
recognize who had touched Him. What is most 
likely in this situation is that Jesus was 
intentionally calling the woman forward. When 
we act in faith, we must be willing to own the 
action and give glory to God. 

Jesus asks who was touching Him, and the 
disciples are beside themselves with the 
question. Still, it is not the physical touch that 
has captured His attention, it is the power that 
went out from Him. Until now, we have always 
seen Jesus command healing, whether by word 
only, or by word and touch. This is the first time 
we have seen healing power proceed from 
Jesus involuntarily.  

There is a principle here. The power of God is 
available to those who believe and have faith. 
I’m not talking about the extremist faith healers 
who believe they can wave their coats in the air 
and anyone who feels the wind will be healed. 
I’m talking about the fact that well-placed faith 
in Jesus activates the power of God by God’s 
will and for His glory. The principle in practice 
here is that of James 1:6-7, “But he must ask in 
faith without any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and 
tossed by the wind.  For that man ought not to 
expect that he will receive anything from the 
Lord.” 
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A Restored Woman 

Commentary (Luke 8:47 – 48) 
The woman’s response to Jesus was 
appropriate. She fell at his feet—yet another 
similarity between the account of this woman 
and that of Jairus and his daughter. The 
woman’s humility would have been driven by 
two factors. First, she should never have been 
in such a crowd without making everyone 
aware that she was unclean—which would have 
been quite a private matter given the type of 
disease. By being among the crowd and not 
telling them, she rendered them ceremonially 
unclean. Second, she had been healed. He was 
demanding her presence, and she was 
compelled to comply given that she had already 
seen the effects of His power and authority. Her 
response was to worship. The unclean is now 
called to come clean about what she has done, 
and what has been done for her. 

Jesus always made it a point to comment on 
those who exhibited strong faith. He said of the 
centurion who did not ask for Jesus presence, 
just His word of authority, that He had not seen 
such great faith in all of Israel. When others 
sought him at their own peril, or friends 
brought a sick friend in unconventional ways, 
he would express that the faith had made them 
well. 

Keep in mind her state prior to all of this: 
penniless, loveless, childless, unfulfilled, 
without affection, and an outcast. She touches 
the hem of His garment and the source of her 
ire is healed. In verse forty-eight, Jesus would 
change everything. 
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Jesus looks at her and says, “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well, go in peace.” 

Let’s unpack the cultural impact of Jesus’s one 
statement. First, he called her daughter. She 
has received an affectionate title from the 
Savior. For twelve years she has only received 
judgmental glances, no affection, and her 
parents may, or may not, have expressed their 
love to her verbally, but the indication is that 
wasn’t the case. She had her own source of 
income and was independent. Thus, she was 
undoubtedly alone. Nobody would consider her 
a daughter of Israel or the Lord let-alone that of 
the Savior. Since she suffered for twelve years 
and spent all of her money, it is unlikely that 
Jesus addressed her as daughter because of her 
age—it is most certainly because of her need to 
have someone receive her as such. 

Jesus also tells her that her faith has made her 
well. It wasn’t lack of faith before, it was lack of 
opportunity. Even if she was thinking in the 
order of Greek magic traditions, Jesus rewards 
any faith properly placed in Him. This is proven 
when those who don’t know Him call out to 
Him in faith, He responds and saves them. 

His last words to her were, “go in peace.” 
Please, please, please don’t miss the impact of 
this. Her struggle was very real. She was in utter 
turmoil from the pain of her disease, and the 
social ostracization. Peace was an unknown 
concept for her. Now, Jesus tells her to go in 
peace. The word “go” was not intended to 
command her to leave. The word he uses is the 
Greek word πορεύομαι ( poreuomai ) which 
means, “to lead over, carry over, transfer.” In 
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other words, He declared a transition from 
unrest and insecurity to peace and rest. 

She suffered without the love of others and 
Jesus calls her daughter, restoring her position 
of fellowship. She was unfulfilled in her worship 
and Jesus declares her faith to be strong 
enough that it made her well. For twelve years 
she has warred with a persistent enemy and 
Jesus declares peace in her life. She has been 
restored! 
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Student’s Guide 

A Desperate Woman 

Luke 8:42 – 44 
But as He went, the crowds were pressing 
against Him. 43And a woman who had a 
hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be 
healed by anyone, 44came up behind Him and 
touched the fringe of His cloak, and 
immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 

Cultural Issues 
There was a Greek magic ideology where one 
only needed to touch the garments of a 
magician to receive some of their power. 

Religious Issues 
Any contact with a woman who has any 
discharge of blood would render the individual, 
and his or her clothing, unclean. They would 
have to strip their clothing, wash it, then bathe. 
They were to be unclean until the next day. 

It was considered not only inconsiderate for her 
to have been working her way through the 
crowd, but it would have been considered sinful 
for her to have done so without shouting, 
“Unclean!” 

Practical Issues 
One practical issue that comes out of this is that 
she has spent all she had on doctors. It cannot 
be discerned whether the doctors took 
advantage of her condition, or were 
compassionate and caring. All we can discern is 
that she had nothing left to offer for treatment. 
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This unnamed woman, according to Scripture, 
spent all she had. She was penniless. Because of 
religious law, she could not be touched or the 
one touching her would become unclean and 
unable to worship, therefore she was without 
the love of others—not even a husband. She 
was loveless. Her unclean state meant she 
could not enter the temple’s Court of Women, 
thus she was unfulfilled in her worship. She 
would not have been able to have children by 
nature of her illness rendering her childless 
(and disgraceful by culture as a result). She was 
unable to receive the touch of a father, a friend, 
or a lover. She was without affection. All of 
these things rendered her isolated and an 
outcast. 

 

Identify some circumstances that have brought  
people you know to a point of desperation. 

 

 

 

A negative example comes from the Colorado 
Sun which on November 7, 2019 reported, 
“Most students who committed deadly school 
attacks over the past decade were badly bullied, 
had a history of disciplinary trouble and their 
behavior concerned others but was never 
reported, according to a U.S. Secret Service 
study.” 
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Have you seen people do unconventional, or 
even illegal, things to change their desperate 
situations? If so, discuss what those actions 
have been? 

 

 

The sick woman had done all she knew was 
possible. For others, what specific actions of 
those around them could have had an impact 
for the better? 

 

 

 

 

 

The power of God is available to those who 

believe and have faith. 

 

 

James 1:6-7, “But he must ask in 

faith without any doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like the surf of the sea, 
driven and tossed by the wind.  For that 
man ought not to expect that he will 
receive anything from the Lord.” 
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What are some of the things you believe the 
woman was feeling? Think about some of the 
issues mentioned prior (religious, practical, 
cultural). 

 

 

 

An Attentive Savior 

Luke 8:45-46 
And Jesus said, "Who is the one who touched 
Me?" And while they were all denying it, Peter 
said, "Master, the people are crowding and 
pressing in on You."  46But Jesus said, 
"Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that 
power had gone out of Me." 

 

Those who receive almost no attention from 

others can often feel invisible. For the 

forgotten, attention is existence. She may have 

suffered alone. Her disease was one of a private 

nature. It wasn’t culturally acceptable to even 

speak of menstrual discharge. She would likely 

have been quiet about the issue except to 

doctors. That means she would withdraw into 

seclusion. 

Do you know people who have withdrawn out 
of embarrassment of their situation? 
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How can the church engage those individuals 
to encourage fellowship and show them love? 

 

 

 

 

Even when it feels like the world is crowding us 

out, Jesus is never too preoccupied to notice us. 

 

 

A Restored Woman 

Luke 8:47-48 
When the woman saw that she had not 

escaped notice, she came trembling and fell 

down before Him, and declared in the 

presence of all the people the reason why she 

had touched Him, and how she had been 

immediately healed.  48And He said to her, 

"Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 

peace." 

Isaiah 42:3, “A bruised reed He will 

not break And a dimly burning wick He 

will not extinguish; He will faithfully 

bring forth justice.” 
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Why would Jesus call out the woman in front 
of everyone? 

 

 

What was the woman’s posture when she 
realized she didn’t go unnoticed? 

 

 

Why was her response the right response? 

 

 

 

The woman never expected to be noticed. She 
was sure Jesus would have no clue what just 
happened. Nevertheless, she was called 
forward to account for what happened. Her 
obedience to Jesus’s insistence brought about a 
reward greater than healing itself. Let’s unpack 
that. 

Jesus called her daughter. She has received an 
affectionate title from the Savior. For twelve 
years she has only received judgmental glances, 
no affection, and her parents may, or may not, 
have expressed their love to her verbally, but 
the indication is that wasn’t the case. 

How can we speak with an appropriate 
affection to those around us to help heal 
them? Think of some phrases and words that 
can be carefully used. 
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Jesus also tells her that her faith has made her 
well. Even if she was thinking in the order of 
Greek magic traditions, Jesus rewards any faith 
properly placed in Him. This is proven when 
those who don’t know Him call out to Him in 
faith, He responds and saves them. 

What goes through your mind when you think 
about someone who has weak faith? 

 

 

What kind of actions accompany someone 
with strong faith? 

 

 

 

His last words to her were, “go in peace.” Her 
struggle was very real. She was in utter turmoil 
from the pain of her disease and from being 
socially ostracized. Peace was a long-forgotten 
concept for her. Jesus has offered her the 
gospel (Ephesians 6:15). 

 

She suffered without the love of others and 
Jesus calls her daughter, restoring her position 
of fellowship. She was unfulfilled in her worship 
and Jesus declares her faith to be strong 
enough that it made her well. For twelve years 
she has warred with a persistent enemy and 
Jesus declares peace in her life. She has been 
restored! 
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Application 

For Those Around Us 

There are many around us who suffer from 

through desperation. Whether they are plagued 

with physical maladies, emotional disorders, or 

oppressing circumstances, they need the 

restoration and peace of Jesus. What is at stake 

is not always salvation (there are the unsaved in 

this state who need Him), but the fulfillment of 

a promise. Jesus said, “The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

 

For You and Me 

Jesus is in the business of mending shattered 

lives. He is in the business of giving hope to the 

desperate. The currency of His business is faith. 

Whatever your circumstance, He still notices 

you. The crowds may be pressing in, but they  

aren’t necessarily offering what He’s looking to 

see. He’s always on the hunt for those who 

have faith to offer in return for hope and 

healing. 

Isaiah 42:3 reminds us that He is gentle and 

compassionate with those who are hurting. In 

Matthew 10:29-31 Jesus says,"Are not two 

sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father.  30"But the very hairs of your head are 
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all numbered.  31"So do not fear; you are more 

valuable than many sparrows.” 

You have not gone unnoticed. Your faith is not 

discounted. You and I have only to remember 

James 2:17 declares, “Even so faith, if it has no 

works, is dead, being by itself.” An old southern 

gospel song says, 

Well there's a difference you know 
Between having faith 
And playing make believe 
… 
Faith without works 
Is like a song you can't sing  
It's about as useless as 
A screen door on a submarine 

 

Here’s how you can do that: 

1. If you are suffering physically, follow 

common sense. Go to the doctor, but 

also pray and believe you can be made 

well. 

 

2. If you are suffering emotionally. Spend 

time praying and praising Him. Get 

alone and sing praises to the Lord. If 

you are uncomfortable singing even 

alone, then simply lift up praise as if you 

are talking to Him face-to-face. Tell Him 

how much you love Him. Tell Him why. 

Tell Him everything about Him that is 

great. Your countenance will change, 

and you will find yourself more fulfilled. 
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3. If you are suffering with being 

ostracized or marginalized by those 

around you, then pick new friends. Find 

a support group in the area with people 

like you. Stay in fellowship within the 

church. Don’t withdraw from the 

church, you need your faith family to 

help you through these things. 


