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Teacher’s Section 

Luke 1:5-7 
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was 

a priest named Zacharias, of the division of 

Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters 

of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  6  They 

were both righteous in the sight of God, 

walking blamelessly in all the commandments 

and requirements of the Lord.  7  But they had 

no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and 

they were both advanced in years. 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      



Week 1 

  Page 3 of 93 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

       



Week 1 

  Page 4 of 93 

Commentary (Luke 1:5-7) 
Nothing seems unordinary about Zacharias and 

Elizabeth. Both are elders in the culture, and 

Zacharias has a respectable position among the 

priestly ranks. Elizabeth is also a daughter of 

Aaron—which means she enjoys a modicum of 

respect from others (or she should) for those 

among the priestly ranks. 

When you get to verse six you find out that they 

are not only born to a good position, but they 

live it out as well. According to Luke, Zacharias 

and Elizabeth are the picture of righteousness. 

They are blameless, which means they do sin, 

but they own it and turn away from it. They 

keep all the commandments to be pleasing to 

God. From the outside, and even the inside, this 

couple is hitting the mark. 

Luke is writing to a man who would know the 

Jewish culture. Here’s how we know that. 

Notice that Luke tells Theophilus that Elizabeth 

and Zacharias were righteous before the Lord. 

Then, in verse 7 Luke tells him that she is 

barren. In any Jewish community of that day, if 

a woman had surpassed her child-baring years 

without baring a child, she became an outcast 

and a disgrace. They would have heaped 

judgment and condemnation on her and 

declared that there must be sin in her life for 

God to withhold children from her. Elizabeth—

though she is blameless and righteous—is an 

outcast among her peers. That is, if there are 

peers to be found around her.  
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Luke 1:8-17 
Now it happened that while he was 

performing his priestly service before God in 

the appointed order of his division,  9according 

to the custom of the priestly office, he was 

chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord 

and burn incense.  10And the whole multitude 

of the people were in prayer outside at the 

hour of the incense offering.  11And an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right 

of the altar of incense.  12Zacharias was 

troubled when he saw the angel, and fear 

gripped him.  13But the angel said to him, "Do 

not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has 

been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 

you a son, and you will give him the name 

John.  14"You will have joy and gladness, and 

many will rejoice at his birth.  15"For he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink 
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no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the 

Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's 

womb.  16"And he will turn many of the sons of 

Israel back to the Lord their God.  17"It is he 

who will go as a forerunner before Him in the 

spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE 

HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE 

CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude 

of the righteous, so as to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord." 
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Commentary (Luke 1:8-17) 
Something fantastic happens to Zacharias when 

he enters the temple service during his rotation. 

What’s happening here is that Zacharias has 

been chosen to enter the Holy of Holies. This is 

where the Ark of the Covenant would have 

been. God’s shekinah glory would have been 

present during this. That is the manifestation of 

God’s presence to man. During this time, the 

priests would have tied a rope to the ankle of 

the priest who was entering the Holy place as 

well as putting bells on his robes. Nobody was 

permitted to enter the Holy of Holies unless 

they were blameless and pure. If you entered 

that place without being blameless and pure, 

you would die since sinfulness cannot stand to 

be in the presence of God. In fact a veil made 

from a three-inch-thick fabric was hung in the 

doorway to the Holy of Holies so that nobody 

could even look in there. The priests knew the 

ritual well enough to know when the bells 

should be ringing, and when they should be 

silent. This is why they were getting worried at 

how long he had been in there. 

While Zacharias is in there, he encounters 

Gabriel, an angel of the Lord. Israel has heard 

nothing from the Lord for four hundred years at 

this point. Though they kept the ritual and 

carefully followed the precepts of the Lord in 

relationship to the Holy of Holies, God’s 

shekinah glory had not visited the temple for 

centuries. At this point it is understandable for 

Zacharias to be gripped with fear! 
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Note in verse 13 that Gabriel tells Zacharias that 

his petition has been heard. At this point, we 

understand that Zacharias has been praying for 

a child. Why not pray here? He has watched 

Elizabeth face the pain of judgmental glances. 

He longs to have a son to raise and pass on his 

inheritance. He desires a legacy among his 

people. These are all good things—all things 

God has put in each person to desire. In fact, 

the petition for a child has become so common 

for him, that he continues to do so in his old age 

without regard for the fact that Elizabeth is old 

and unlikely able to bare a child at this point. He 

isn’t considering that. After all, he has the 

example of Abraham and Sarah. 

His prayers have been heard and Gabriel offers 

to Zacharias a cause for worship: his son will be 

great in the sight of the Lord! From the womb 

he will be filled with the Spirit of God and he 

will point the way to life for many who have 

wandered astray. As a father, I pray for such 

greatness from my children. I long for the Lord 

to fill them with His Spirit and accomplish many 

wonderful works through them. Don’t you 

know that prayer accompanied by 

righteousness (James 5:16) will accomplish 

much? For Zacharias, today was the day of 

promise. 
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Luke 1:18-23 
Zacharias said to the angel, "How will I know 

this for certain? For I am an old man and my 

wife is advanced in years."  19The angel 

answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who 

stands in the presence of God, and I have been 

sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 

news.  20"And behold, you shall be silent and 

unable to speak until the day when these 

things take place, because you did not believe 

my words, which will be fulfilled in their 

proper time."  21The people were waiting for 

Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay in 

the temple.  22But when he came out, he was 

unable to speak to them; and they realized 

that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he 

kept making signs to them, and remained 

mute.  23When the days of his priestly service 

were ended, he went back home. 
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Commentary (Luke 1:18-23) 
Zacharias’ religious service, and his personal 

rituals, are now the driving fuel behind what he 

does. Sometimes, when we think God’s timing 

is wrong, we move from obedient service to 

therapeutic ritual. The ministry becomes what 

we do to cope with the disappointments. The 

ritual becomes the replacement for hope and 

faith. Such is the plight of the outcast as he is 

desperate to find relief from his circumstance. 

Because of the therapeutic service Zacharias 

offers, he has grown incredulous to the idea 

that his prayer will ever be answered. Many 

Christians grow discouraged when their prayers 

are not answered. As a result, we tend to keep 

praying, since it’s the thing to do, while our 

disbelief grows ever greater. When God’s timing 

finally comes about, we find ourselves unsure of 

what it is we’re experiencing. The same was 

true for Zacharias when Gabriel announced the 

news.  

In Luke 1:18 Zacharias says, “How will I know 

this for certain?” The Greek stops at “know 

this.” The NASB adds “for certain” because the 

Greek word for “know” in this verse is ginosko. 

Ginosko is experiential knowledge. In other 

words, I know this to be true beyond a shadow 

of a doubt—it is a conviction of mine. Zacharias 

has challenged the angel to convince him that 

what he said is true. In today’s vernacular we 

might say, “How do I know you’re telling the 

truth? Prove it!” 

 



Week 1 

  Page 17 of 93 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

       



Week 1 

  Page 18 of 93 

How can someone who has prayed for so long, 

and is so righteous, come to a place of 

incredulousness when God chooses to answer 

his prayer? It goes back to the obedience-

turned-ritual. The disbelief grows as the time 

between first request and answer expands. The 

greater the distance from request to answer, 

the greater the disbelief eventually grows which 

is when we retreat to ritual over obedience. 

Still, even though God knows Zacharaias’s 

heart, He still presses forward with the blessing. 

The angel, Gabriel, gets stern—and somewhat 

offended—with Zacharias. He has come as a 

messenger of God and his words have been 

disregarded. Just as only God can do, in one fell 

swoop Zacharias is given a sign to help him 

believe, and a punishment for his disbelief. He 

was to be mute until the birth of John. For nine 

months he would say nothing to anyone. Now, 

the man who retreated to ritual over obedience 

is no longer capable of fulfilling his priestly 

duties without great difficulty. When his 

rotation is done, he goes home quietly. 
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Luke 1:24-25 
Luke 1:24-25  After these days Elizabeth his 

wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in 

seclusion for five months, saying,  25"This is the 

way the Lord has dealt with me in the days 

when He looked with favor upon me, to take 

away my disgrace among men." 
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Elizabeth’s prayers are answered and she 

becomes pregnant. What is really interesting is 

that Elizabeth chooses to seclude herself from 

others for five months.  Let’s be honest, 

wouldn’t we rush out to tell everyone what God 

did if it meant we would no longer be ostracized 

for our “condition?” Yet, Elizabeth spends five 

months alone with the Lord who has blessed 

her and rescued her from her situation. 
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Luke 1:57-66 
The time has arrived! The child we know as 

John the Baptist would be born. Those who may 

have condemned now celebrate. Those who 

may have offered encouragement are now 

giddy with excitement. Those who reviled her 

and those who reassured her are now rejoicing 

with her. It isn’t until Zacharias retreats from 

ritual to return to obedience that his tongue is 

loosened and he too is able to rejoice in the 

blessing of God. 

Not only has the small community around 

Zacharias and Elizabeth been affected, but 

verse 65 says the whole matter was talked 

about in all the hill country of Judea. And all of 

this happened because God chose to reach 

down to a couple of outcasts and answer their 

prayers. 
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Conclusion 
There are many stigmas that come over 

believers which often makes them an outcast in 

the church. Maybe it’s a wayward child who has 

become a drug addict. It’s the parent with 

bratty children they can’t seem to keep under 

control. It’s the man or woman who is 

struggling with alcohol or pornography, but 

every other part of their life is put together 

well. There are many outcasts among us, but 

there shouldn’t be. God has looked on the 

plight of the outcast and condescended to them 

to restore them to a place of honor. He can do 

this for those among us. 
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Student Section 

Luke 1:5-7 
Zacharias and Elizabeth were a strong example 

of godliness. Verse six says they were blameless 

and they followed the ten commandments. 

Luke gives every indication that they are sincere 

in their service and worship.  

In today’s culture, not having children is a 

choice many make. They would rather delay 

that process, or avoid it altogether. We don’t 

put the same stigma on the barren womb today 

that the Jews did in Elizabeth’s day. (Teacher, 

explain the stigmatism at this point). 

 

Are there people who seem to you to 

be the picture of righteousness? Write 

down the initials of some people you 

believe fit this description. 

 

     

     

     

      

 

On December 17, 1984 thirteen year old Ryan 

White was diagnosed with AIDS in Kokomo, 

Indiana. Ryan was a hemophiliac. As a part of 



Week 1 

  Page 26 of 93 

his routine treatment he would receive regular 

blood transfusions. It was a contaminated batch 

of plasma that infected him with AIDS. Once he 

was diagnosed, the doctors issued a statement 

that he could return to school since it was not 

an airborne illness. However, due to fear and 

lack of knowledge, school officials refused to 

allow him to enroll. There was a great 

stigmatism that surrounded him for the 

remaining six years of his life. As children, my 

friends and I heard and retold numerous jokes 

and statements of disdain for his condition. It 

wasn’t his fault, but it seemed the whole world 

didn’t care. 

In a research document by F.A.C.T. (Falsely 

Accused Carers and Teachers) one paragraph 

states the following about care-givers and 

teachers falsely accused of abuse, “Hundreds 

more have been caught up in widespread police 

investigations and as a result have lost their 

professional reputation and personal standing. 

Lives have been shattered, careers have been 

lost and families have been torn apart.’” 

Do you know people who have been 

through devastating circumstances 

who have a stigmatism about them? 

 

 

How can you, your family, and your 

class reach out to such people? 
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Luke 1:8-17 
Zacharias’s social and apparent spiritual 

standing were enough to allow him to serve his 

priestly duty at the temple. After all, it was 

Elizabeth that bore the brunt of the disgrace for 

a barren womb. Still, what man is not affected 

by the trials through which his wife suffers? 

Some men enjoy the reputation of having a 

good wife—a good woman (think Proverbs 31), 

but not Zecharias. When he walks down the 

street, people likely spoke of him with pity in 

their voice while deriding his wife. Not only 

that, Zecharias loves the idea of a child. It is the 

first recorded command from God to mankind, 

“Be fruitful and multiply.” He desires to fulfill 

the command. 

 

Is there something you desire to do for 

the Lord, but you can’t for one reason 

or another? If so, what is it, and what 

is preventing you from being able to do 

it? 

 

 

 

Do you sometimes believe it is because 

the Lord is not pleased with you, or 

that maybe some sin is preventing 

you? 
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After praying for a child for many years, 

Zacharias is almost on auto-pilot in his prayer 

life and service. It seems he’s not sure how to 

even believe for his prayer to be answered. 

 

 

Are there things in your life for which 

you have prayed so long that you 

aren’t sure you’re ever going to see 

them fulfilled? 

 

 

 

When 

I was 

a 

teenager, a friend of mine cried on my shoulder 

in near despair. She was frustrated because the 

father of a mutual friend of ours had come to 

faith in Christ—something for which my friend 

was genuinely happy. However, she had been 

praying for her own father for as long as she 

could remember. Her statement to me was, 

“Why couldn’t that be my dad?” 

 

Sometimes disbelief isn’t about 

whether God can grant our request, 

rather it is about whether or not He 

is willing.  



Week 1 

  Page 29 of 93 

Not terribly long ago, Kanye West professed 

faith in Christ. If anyone was an outcast where 

Christians are concerned, he was. When it 

comes to the world, they were all about him, his 

godless music, and his immoral lifestyle. Kanye 

West was 

the epitome 

of the 

injustice of 

rain on the 

wicked. The 

Christian community talks of what it would be 

like if certain famous and wealthy people 

became believers, but when it finally happens, 

we’re incredulous. Many have looked upon 

Kanye’s profession of faith as a publicity stunt. 

If he wasn’t considered an outcast by Christians 

before he professed Christ, he certainly is an 

outcast now among many. Yet, all signs and 

testimonies point to a genuine conversion and 

faith in Christ. Time will tell if that is true, but it 

certainly isn’t our place to deride, but to 

encourage him in Christ. 

What are some of the things for which 

we pray that we often have a hard 

time believing will come to pass? 

 

 

Zecharias has moved from obedient service to 

a therapeutic ritual. 

For some, the longer the 

Lord takes to grant a request, 

the greater grows their 

disbelief.  
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Are you so busy with ministry or 

service amidst unanswered prayers 

that you struggle to embrace the hope 

of God’s promise? 

 

 

 

Luke 1:24-25 
Our response to answered prayer often varies. 

For Zacharias, it was incredulousness due to 

callousness. For Elizabeth, it was quiet 

submission and contemplation. For the 

community around them, it was awe and 

wonder! 

When God chooses to reach down to the 

outcast, it is a cause for worship regardless of 

the circumstance. If you have the social stigma 

of a disease you didn’t earn, a reputation for a 

crime you never committed, an addiction to a 

substance you never expected, or even the 

appearance of an unsavory person, you have a 

reason to rejoice when God overcomes your 

circumstance. 

What has the Lord done for you that 

should be a cause for worship? 

 

 

We have done a lot of self-reflection, now let’s 

look outward. 
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Do you know someone who is an 

outcast (especially a believer)? 

Examples may be: 

• Someone who is addicted to drugs, 

alcohol, or pornography. 

• Someone who lives in the shadow 

of a rumor that is damaging their 

reputation. 

• Someone who has encountered 

marital issues and desperately 

desires reconciliation. 

• Parents who have a child (adult or 

younger) who is in a homosexual 

lifestyle. 

• Or some other stigma that causes 

others to withdraw from them. 

 

 

Luke 1:57-66 
Zacharias and Elizabeth finally experienced 

God’s desire to grant their request for a child. 

While Zacharias may have grown a bit 

incredulous, he remained faithful to the Lord 

throughout the experience. In the end, their 

circumstance became a beacon of hope and 

expectation to others. 

Elizabeth went from being condemned to being 

celebrated; from an outcast to outstanding. This 

humble and desperate woman became honored 

and delighted. 
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God uses the outcast to amplify his Glory. He 

told Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “…My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 

weakness.” If His power is perfected in 

weakness, then surely His acceptance is ever 

present for the outcast! 

 

Let us go out… 
How do we minister to the outcast among us? 

For those who find themselves thrust away 

from fellowship, nothing is more soothing than 

an invitation to be a part of the group.  

In my early-to-mid teens I had a penchant for 

running away from home and stealing. Once 

when I was caught running away from school, I 

was put in a local youth detention center in Fort 

Wayne. From that day forward my class mates 

would continuously remind me that I had a 

second home in “the Fort” for youth. It was 

humiliating and caused me a great deal of 

depression. Later, I would steal a car and take a 

joy ride when I was fifteen. After that, my 

friends refused to hang around me. Nobody 

wanted to be guilty by association. I was an 

untouchable—an outcast among my peers. For 

me, there was good reason. When I prayed long 

and hard for a friend of some sort, the Lord sent 

my future wife across my path. She knew what I 

had done, but she still reached out with 

friendship. Today I have no greater picture of 

the grace of God than her. 
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Reaching out might make you look guilty by 

association. Jesus was accused of 

unrighteousness because he ate with sinners 

and tax collectors. You will never look more like 

Jesus than when you can reach the point where 

your perceived reputation matters less than the 

spiritual well-being of the outcast around you. 





Week 2 

Jesus among the prostitutes, foreigners, and peasants. 
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“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 

sent from God to a city in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; 

and the virgin's name was Mary.” Luke 1:26-27 
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Commentary (Luke 1:26-27) 
Gabriel, the same angel who announced John’s 

conception to Zecharias, has now been sent to a 

young virgin named Mary. The word virgin 

could mean a young woman of marrying age, or 

a woman who has never “known” a man 

intimately. Either way, both are true of Mary.  

1Notice the setting for Mary. The angel is sent 

to Nazareth, a town in Galilee. Galilee is split 

into two halves, Upper Galilee and Lower 

Galilee. Nazareth is located in Lower Galilee and 

is right near 

the same 

latitude as the 

southern tip of 

the Sea of 

Galilee. 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9884967 

 

 

 
1 By Dolní_Galilea.svg: Daniel Baránekderivative 
work: TheCuriousGnome (talk) - Dolní_Galilea.svg, 
CC BY 3.0,  
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Nazareth didn’t enjoy a great admiration among 

people. In John 1:46 when Nathanael was told 

that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, he said, 

“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” It 

wasn’t intended to be a put-down by 

Nathanael, but the stigma of the day was that 

Nazareth wasn’t capable of producing anything 

good. Matthew Henry states, “Note, the 

mistakes of preachers often give rise to the 

prejudices of hearers.”2 The same could be true 

here, but for certain, nobody was going to easily 

believe that the Messiah would come out of 

Nazareth—which means that Mary’s residence 

in Nazareth brought her little regard among 

others. This doesn’t make her quite an outcast, 

but it won’t serve her well in the eyes of those 

around her as God’s plan unfolds. This is the girl 

to whom Gabriel appears. 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
2 Henry, Matthew J. Matthew Henry’s Commentary 
on the Whole Bible (1708-1714). 
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“And coming in, he said to her, ‘Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was 

very perplexed at this statement, and kept 

pondering what kind of salutation this was.”  

Luke 1:28-29 
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Commentary (Luke 1:28-29) 
Mary is an unassuming, humble woman. She’s 

surprised at Gabriel’s proclamation. First, like 

Zecharias, Mary has never seen an angel, or any 

heavenly figure for that matter.  Second, her 

humility doesn’t allow her to truly grasp the 

idea that she is favored by the Lord. Her 

confusion was simple: Who is this? Why is he 

greeting me? How can I be favored by the Lord? 

It isn’t hard for us as onlookers to see why Mary 

would be favored by God. All we have to do is 

observe the details provided by scripture.  

• She was betrothed to a righteous man. 

• Her betrothed was of the line of David. 

• She was from the line of David (Luke 

3:23).3 

• She was visited by God’s messenger 

who stands in God’s presence. 

Mary was surely aware of how blessed she was, 

but that didn’t explain how it was she should 

find favor with God. By all appearances in 

Scripture, she was no outcast, but that would 

soon change. 

      

      

      

 
3 See appendix A for explanation and support. 
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“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; 

for you have found favor with God. And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the 

throne of His father David; and He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and His 

kingdom will have no end.’” Luke 1:30-33 
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Commentary (Luke 1:30-33) 
It might seem suspicious that Mary should 

conceive the Messiah since she herself is not 

royalty. However, both her and Joseph are of 

the line of David, and therefore their child could 

legally claim right to the throne of Israel. This is 

why Matthew details Joseph’s lineage all the 

way back to Abraham (as a Jewish lineage) and 

through the line of David (a royal lineage). The 

reason it was important to identify the Jewish 

nature of the lineage can be seen in the conflict 

between Herod the Great and the Jews. Herod 

the Great was half Jew and half Idumean which 

are descendants of Esau. Because he was a 

“half-breed,” he was rejected by the Jews as 

their king. They would only entertain a truly 

Jewish king. Luke then details Jesus’ lineage all 

the way back to Adam (a human lineage) and 

through David through Mary (a royal lineage). 

So, whether Jesus was physically Joseph’s son, 

or physically only Mary’s son, he still had a 

claim to the throne. He was 100% Jew, he was 

100% human, and he was 100% of the line of 

David. He would have the pedigree, and since 

he was 100% God, he would have the power. 
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It is not surprising that we should see all of this 

take place through ordinary people. When you 

consider that David was the runt of his family’s 

litter and the last person that Samuel, Jesse, or 

David’s brothers thought would be anointed 

king. He was a shepherd boy (detested by Jews 

because they were often dirty and smelled like 

their sheep). What’s more, David’s lineage 

comes through Rahab the harlot, and through 

Ruth, the Moabitess who was instrumental in 

Boaz redeeming Her husband’s line. The lineage 

of David is fraught with ordinaries and outcasts. 

By extension, the lineage of Jesus was fraught 

with prostitutes, foreigners, and peasants—just 

your run-in-the-mill outcasts. 
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It was Paul, in 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 who said 

that God chose the foolish to confuse wise 

people, he chose the weak to shame the strong. 

It’s versse 28 and 29 in particular that apply 

most here, “…and the base things of the world 

and the despised God has chosen, the things 

that are not, so that He may nullify the things 

that are, so that no man may boast before 

God.” God has chosen a line of outcasts and 

detestable people, runts of the litter, and those 

who were poor and barely had means. All of 

these were his way of bringing Jesus into the 

world. No man could boast for they weren’t 

anywhere near capable. All of the glory goes to 

God. 
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For this reason, Jesus would be able to ascend 

to the throne of David and rule over Israel 

forever. Perhaps the most liberating part of this 

statement is what is made known to us about it 

in Romans 4:16, “For this reason it is by faith, in 

order that it may be in accordance with grace, 

so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the 

descendants, not only to those who are of the 

Law, but also to those who are of the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all.” In other 

words, the house of Jacob is not a moniker for 

those born through the line of Jacob, but of 

those who, by faith, would be grafted into the 

line of Jacob according to Romans 11:17-18, 

“But if some of the branches were broken off, 

and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in 

among them and became partaker with them of 

the rich root of the olive tree, do not be 

arrogant toward the branches; but if you are 

arrogant, remember that it is not you who 

supports the root, but the root supports you.” 

This means that the gentiles were grafted into 

Christ. We who by the Jews were considered 

outcasts are now made family by Christ. 
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Notice also that Gabriel does not say that Jesus 

would conquer the throne, rather that God 

would give Him the throne of David. There can 

be no overlooking God’s sovereignty and 

supremacy in this moment. This answers any 

objections to God’s use of such lowly people to 

accomplish His will. He is supreme! He is 

sovereign! He can do as He chooses with 

whomever He chooses. He can even choose a 

young, unmarried girl to bare the Messiah into 

the world, and allow her to do it without it 

being sinful. 
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Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since 

I am a virgin?’ The angel answered and said to 

her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be 

called the Son of God. And behold, even your 

relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in 

her old age; and she who was called barren is 

now in her sixth month. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.’ Luke 1:34-37 
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Commentary (Luke 1:34-37) 
Mary’s first utterance is to ask, “How in the 

world can this happen?” Which, in the English, 

is similar to Zecharias’s response to Gabriel. 

However, the Greek construction makes clear 

the difference between the two. As discussed 

last week, Zecharias’s response was one of 

incredulousness, but Mary’s response is one of 

confusion. She’s trying to grasp a God-size 

concept. She doesn’t ask in disbelief, she asks in 

order to gain knowledge. She has been 

confused from the moment Gabriel made his 

presence known and began to speak. She is 

curious to know how a woman who has never 

been intimate with a man can become 

pregnant. 

In order to leave no doubt that this was of God, 

Gabriel explains that this won’t be some 

sexually-oriented act, but it will be a miracle 

performed by the life-giving Holy Spirit of God. 

After all, this is exactly why God uses the 

outcast and the weak—so there can be no 

doubt that the work was accomplished not by 

the power of mankind, but by the power of 

God. 

As a pledge to the genuineness of the promise, 

Gabriel tells Mary that her barren aunt 

Elizabeth is in her sixth month of pregnancy. At 

this point, it’s okay to start looking at the 

differences between the response of Zecharias 

and the response of Mary. Zecharias expresses 

his disbelief and receives no immediate 
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confirmation of the truth but is punished with a 

sign that will be manifest when the miracle is 

fully delivered. Mary expresses her lack of 

understanding and is not only given an 

explanation but provided with proof of 

authenticity through Elizabeth’s conception. 
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“And Mary said, ‘Behold, the bondslave of the 

Lord; may it be done to me according to your 

word.’” Luke 1:38 
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The only right response for an outcast is to 

recognize our lowly position before the Lord 

and submit to His will. Again, the common 

response among the outcasts is one of 

contrition and compliance. The outcast knows 

the pain of isolation. The outcast understands 

that nothing they have done has worked thus 

far. The outcast is ready to be received by open 

arms offering love and warmth. It doesn’t 

matter what is required to receive it, we only 

desire to be wanted and useful. 

When Mary accepted God’s will for her life, she 

took on the role of exalted one in the eyes of 

the Lord and became the outcast in the eyes of 

society. Later, when Jesus declares himself to 

be the Light of the world, the Pharisees accuse 

Him of testifying about himself with no 

authority. Jesus responds by saying, “I am He 

who testifies about Myself, and the Father who 

sent Me testifies about Me.” (John 8:18). Later 

in the conversation, the Pharisees bite back 

with, “We were not born of fornication; we 

have one Father: God.” (John 8:41). This is a 

statement intended to remind Jesus of the 

janky circumstances which surrounded his 

conception (by human perception). This is 

further evidence of the outcast stigma 

surrounding Joseph, Mary, and Jesus as a result 

of the virgin birth. 
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Appendix A 

One theory of the genealogy provided by Luke 

is that it begins not with Joseph’s father, but 

with Mary’s father. 

Luke 3:23 in the NASB reads, “When He began 

His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty 

years of age, being, as was supposed, the son of 

Joseph, the son of Eli.” 

According to many scholars (and this author as 

well), the verse may well be translated from the 

perspective that the mention of Joseph was 

parenthetical, and not integral to the 

genealogy. Another way to look at the verse 

would be as follows: 

“When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself 

was about thirty years of age being (as was 

supposed, the son of Joseph) the son of Eli.” 

If Luke was indeed referring to Mary’s father, it 

would not be out of line to do so. If you read 

about king Belshazzar in the book of Daniel, you 

read that he is the son of Nebuchadnezzar 

when in fact he was the grandson of 

Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 5:2 “his father”). 

Therefore, in Jewish culture, it would be 

acceptable to presume Eli as Jesus’s “father” 
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Jesus among the prostitutes, foreigners, and peasants. 

Student’s Section 

Luke 1:26-27 
“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 

to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 

man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; 

and the virgin's name was Mary.” Luke 1:26-27 

 

4Notice the setting for Mary. The angel is sent to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee. Galilee is split into two halves, Upper Galilee 

and Lower Galilee. Nazareth is located in Lower Galilee and is 

right near the same latitude as the southern tip of the Sea of 

Galilee. 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9884967 

 

 
4 By Dolní_Galilea.svg: Daniel Baránekderivative work: 
TheCuriousGnome (talk) - Dolní_Galilea.svg, CC BY 3.0,  
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Nazareth didn’t enjoy a great admiration among people. In John 

1:46 when Nathanael was told that Jesus of Nazareth was the 

Messiah, he said, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 

It wasn’t intended to be a put-down by Nathanael, but the 

stigma of the day was that Nazareth wasn’t capable of 

producing anything good.  

 

Name a region near you where you would hesitate to trust the 

people, or where you feel the collective intelligence is likely 

lower than the rest of the world? 

 

When did you develop this thought? 

 

Can you say that you would give someone from this region an 

honest chance in spite of this ideology? 
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Luke 1:28-29 
“And coming in, he said to her, ‘Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.’ But she was very perplexed at this 

statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this 

was.”   

It isn’t hard for us as onlookers to see why Mary would be 

favored by God. All we have to do is observe the details 

provided by scripture.  

• She was betrothed to a righteous man. 

• Her betrothed was of the line of David. 

• She was from the line of David. 

• She was visited by God’s messenger who stands in 

God’s presence. 

Mary was surely aware of how blessed she was, but that didn’t 

explain how it was she should find favor with God. By all 

appearances in Scripture, she was no outcast, but that would 

soon change. 

 

When you look at your own life, what reasons would you give 

for why God should not use you? 
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In what ways can you see God’s favor resting on you 

regardless of your faults and failures? 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 1:30-33 
“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have 

found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the 

Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 

will have no end.’” 

Both Mary and Joseph are of the line of David, and therefore 

their child could legally claim right to the throne of Israel. This is 

why Matthew details Joseph’s lineage all the way back to 

Abraham (as a Jewish lineage) and through the line of David (a 

royal lineage). Luke then details Jesus’ lineage all the way back 

to Adam (a human lineage) and through David by way of Mary 

(a royal lineage). So, whether Jesus was physically Joseph’s son, 

or physically only Mary’s son, he still had a claim to the throne. 

He was 100% Jew, he was 100% human, and he was 100% of the 

line of David. He would have the pedigree, and since he was 

100% God, he would have the power. 

David’s lineage comes through Rahab the harlot, and Ruth, the 

Moabitess who was instrumental in convincing Boaz to redeem 

Her husband’s line. The lineage of David is fraught with 
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ordinaries and outcasts. By extension, the lineage of Jesus was 

fraught with prostitutes, foreigners, and peasants—just your 

run-in-the-mill outcasts. 

1 Corinthians 1:27-29, “But God has chosen the foolish things of 

the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 

things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and 

the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, 

the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that 

are, so that no man may boast before God.” 

What are some ways you have seen God use outcasts to  

display His glory? 

 

 

 

 

What is the difference between you and the outcast that came 

to mind? 

 

 

 

 

How would you define outcast? 
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Luke 1:34-37 
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 

The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son 

of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also 

conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren 

is now in her sixth month. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.’  

Mary’s first utterance is to ask, “How in the world can this 

happen?” As discussed in week 1, Zecharias’s response was one 

of incredulousness, but Mary’s response is one of confusion. 

She’s trying to grasp a God-size concept. She doesn’t ask in 

disbelief, she asks in order to gain knowledge.  

Have you ever asked God how something would be possible? If 

so, were you having a hard time believing, or a hard time 

understanding? 

 

 

 

Gabriel explains that this won’t be some sexually-oriented act, 

but it will be a miracle performed by the life-giving Holy Spirit of 

God. This is important because Jesus would be challenged about 

His origins later in His ministry. 
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What are some of the differences between the revelation and 

response for Mary and Zecharias? 

Zecharias Mary 

Gabriel reveals that Zecharias 
will have a son 

 
  

 
  

Mary asks, “How can this 
be?” 

Zecharias is given a sign: he 
will be mute until the birth of 
his son. 

Mary is given a sign:  

  

John the Baptist would be  
   with the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit would   
  Mary. 

 

Luke 1:38 
“And Mary said, ‘Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be 

done to me according to your word.’”  

The only right response for an outcast is to recognize our lowly 

position before the Lord and submit to His will. Again, the 

common response among the outcasts is one of contrition and 

compliance. The outcast knows the pain of isolation. The 

outcast understands that nothing they have done has worked 

thus far. The outcast is ready to be received by open arms 

offering love and warmth. It doesn’t matter what is required to 

receive it, we only desire to be wanted and useful.





Week 3 

Jesus Among Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Guide and Commentary 
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Teacher’s Commentary 

Luke 2:1-3 
Now in those days a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all 

the inhabited earth. This was the first census 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And everyone was on his way to register for 

the census, each to his own city. 
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Commentary (Luke 2:1-3) 
It was often the custom of conquering 
governments to impose on conquered nations a 
tax. The tax made the nation a vassal state. As a 
result, anyone who owned land was required to 
pay tribute to the king’s treasury in order to 
maintain the land. Another custom of the 
conquering government was to put some of 
their own citizens in these states and install a 
local government. The effect was that everyone 
was aware who was defeated and where they 
stood with the government. 

The command to take a census was a call for 
tribute and verification of citizenry. This way if 
conscription to the military was necessary, they 
would know who was of fighting age as well. IN 
order to do this, they must travel to their 
homes. Many would be away on extended 
business. Some may be gone to distant places 
to spend many months with family. It wasn’t 
uncommon to do so. In Luke 1:56 we are told 
that Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three 
months before going home—she was possibly 
there for the birth of John the Baptist. 
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Luke 2:4-5 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and family of David, in order to 

register along with Mary, who was engaged to 

him, and was with child. 
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Commentary (Luke 2:4-5) 
When Mary and Joseph are approached by 
Gabriel about the announcement of Jesus some 
months before, they were found in Nazareth. It 
was not necessary for people to travel to the 
place of their birth to be recorded, rather it was 
necessary that they travel to where they owned 
land. For this reason, it is likely that Joseph 
owned land in Bethlehem and not in Nazareth. 
Therefore, Bethlehem would be his official 
address and so he was required to register 
there. Also, only the head of house was 
required to register, but Syria required women 
to register. This means it is possible Mary had 
some inheritance in Bethlehem as well—her 
also being a descendant of David.5 

So much is implicated, and some left for 
speculation, in these two verses. First, Luke 
does not tell us how far along Mary was on 
their travel. It is a popular notion among 
Christians that Mary was “large and in charge” 
while they traveled. However, Luke does not 
provide enough information to make that 
assumption. The passage of time is rapid in his 
chronological account of the life of Christ. For 
example, we can mistakenly believe that Jesus 
was a newborn when he was visited by the magi 
from the east. However, such a journey would 
have taken approximately two years and the 
star they followed did not appear in the sky 
until Jesus was born. Therefore, it as likely that 
Mary is in her third trimester as it is that she is 
nine months along. Joseph may have used this 
occasion to remove her from Nazareth to avoid 

 
5 (Gaebelein 1984, 843-844) 
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the gossip that may have been present in the 
community of Nazareth. Also, they could not be 
married at this point because they have not yet 
consummated their union. Joseph was not 
willing to compromise the concept of the virgin 
birth by consummating their marriage until 
after Jesus had arrived. When that happened, 
there would be no celebrated wedding. Instead, 
it would have been a ceremony of disgrace. 
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Second, Joseph was not truly at his home in 
Nazareth. Who knows why he lived there when 
he owned land in Bethlehem. He was a 
carpenter by trade, which actually meant he 
would work more with stone than wood. It 
could be that work in Nazareth was more 
plentiful than Bethlehem. Perhaps the land he 
owned was an inheritance given to him while he 
lived with his parents in Nazareth. Any reason is 
possible, but the matter stands that Joseph was 
a land owner in Bethlehem, but not in Nazareth. 

One thing all outcasts share is the stigma that 
they don’t belong. The outcast may not feel 
that way, but those around them definitely do. 
Joseph lived in a land where he didn’t really 
belong, then moved his wife to a land that 
would be inhospitable to him and Mary given 
that they were “shacked up” by legalistic 
standards. 
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Luke 2:6-7 
While they were there, the days were 

completed for her to give birth. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped 

Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the 

inn. 
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Commentary (Luke 2:6-7) 
While we don’t know how long they were in 
Bethlehem, we know there was enough passage 
of time for her to give birth. It is possible they 
stayed with family in the area—which was not 
uncommon but a normal custom. If they did 
stay with family, they would have looked for the 
privacy of another place in which to give birth.  

Luke uses the Greek word katalyma which was 
often used to describe a guest room, an “upper 
room”, or any place that provides lodging of 
some sort. However, the word which invokes 
what we think of as an inn (like a hotel) is 
pandocheion which is a compound Greek word: 
pan, meaning “all”, and dechomai meaning 
“receive.” This word means all are welcome. 
Unfortunately the pandocheion of the day was 
normally a seedy motel replete with robbers 
and less than savory workers of the night. Luke 
is careful to indicate that the type of inn in 
which they sought to stay was a respectable 
place and not a seedy motel. 

It is here we learn that Mary and Joseph could 
find nothing available for them. Some may have 
turned them away because they were only 
engaged and pregnant. Others would genuinely 
be full. The custom of the day did not allow a 
Jew to turn-away a traveler or refuse a guest for 
just any reason. 
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It was typical for a family’s living quarters to 
include a room for their livestock. While church 
tradition suggests that Joseph and Mary found a 
cave in which to give birth, it is also likely that 
they were in an upstairs livestock room. Either 
way, it was essentially a barn in which Jesus was 
born. 

A manger, an animal feeding trough, would 
actually have made a convenient crib because 
of its construction and height. Still, it seems a 
mean bed for a Savior—a king. No king would 
ever brag about such a birth. The sons of kings 
would be born into opulence and privilege. 
They would be well educated, well fed, and 
accompanied by many “friends.” Any idea that a 
king would be born poor and born in a barn 
among the animals was absurd, if not 
laughable. 

Yet, it seems that Jesus’ penchant for breaking 
the mold of norms was in full effect even at His 
birth. Everything everyone believed about Him 
was different from what he was. Everyone 
would have expected a royal birth, but he was 
born before the audience of livestock. Everyone 
expected the Messiah to be a politician, yet he 
came as a peasant. Everyone thought he would 
conquer with military might, yet he taught that 
the meek would inherit the earth. Everyone 
believed he would be a man, yet He came as 
the God-man and it infuriated them when He 
said so. Everyone expected a handsome and 
winsome man, yet he was despised and 
rejected. On that day, over 2,000 years ago, the 
outcast became the new in crowd. 
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Student’s Guide 

Luke 2:1-3 
Now in those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all 
the inhabited earth. This was the first census 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
And everyone was on his way to register for 
the census, each to his own city. 

Nothing says, you are not one of us like a king 
imposing a tribute tax to remind the conquered 
people they were defeated. The census was all 
about receiving tribute from a vassal nation. 
These were the circumstances under which 
each person was required to leave wherever 
they were to travel to the place of their official 
residence. 

In our mercy ministry, Helping Hands Kitchen, 
we deliver meals to the extreme elderly and 
those for whom it is too dangerous to leave the 
house unless necessary. We deliver to several 
people who live in Section 8 housing. When you 
mention the place in town, everyone knows 
these are the poor people who can’t take care 
of themselves. Unfortunately, these tenant 
buildings are often in disrepair and not very 
welcoming. If the government chooses to 
require a greater discount from the landlord 
and they refuse, the residents are stuck looking 
elsewhere. They become dependent on the 
government. 

What assumptions are often 
associated with those in Section 8 
housing? 
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What is the attitude most people have 
toward those in such housing 
situations? 

 

 

Luke 2:4-5 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and family of David, in order to 
register along with Mary, who was engaged to 
him, and was with child. 

It is likely that Mary and Joseph used the census 
as an opportunity to escape the scandalous 
looks and gossip they undoubtedly encountered 
as a result of her pregnancy. Sometimes when 
doing the right thing, people will assume things 
that aren’t true. John Maxwell relays a story of 
a time when he pastored Skyline Wesleyan 
Church in San Diego, California. A well-
established couple in the church was serving in 
a leadership position. There had been some 
hints toward infidelity, and the couple began to 
have difficulties in their marriage. When they 
shared these difficulties with Dr. Maxwell, he 
informed them that they would need to step-
down from their leadership position for a time 
until they worked through their issues. In anger, 
they left the church telling everyone they were 
forced out of their position by Dr. Maxwell. 
While in a meeting with the church board, they 
berated him for his actions. He refused to tell 
them why out of respect for the couple’s 
privacy. When the actual truth came to light 
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many months later, the board members asked 
him if he had known all the facts. He 
acknowledged that he did know. Their respect 
for him soared because they realized he had 
endured much criticism for doing the right 
thing, and he didn’t complain. 

Can you recall any circumstances in the 
life of the church where some have faced 
the treatment of the outcast for doing 
the right thing?  

 

What was their reaction? Did they leave, 
withdraw, or did it not affect them? 

 

Outcasts often feel a great deal of 
oppression by those who push them out. 
What can you do to minister to them? 
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Luke 2:6-7 
While they were there, the days were 
completed for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him 
in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. 

My son, Evan, played basketball for a small 
organization. The assistant coach and his wife 
were traveling one day when she went into 
labor. They were unable to get to a hospital in 
time, so Coach Carlo had to deliver the baby 
himself while his wife was in the back seat. The 
delivery went well, and everyone was fine. The 
back seat of a car is not the safest, nor the most 
sterile environment into which a baby could be 
born, but it will be the story she tells for years. 

 

Would you say you were born with a 
disadvantage in life? 

 

 

Can you name others whom you feel have 
been disadvantaged but show promise of a 
productive future? 
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Everything everyone believed about Jesus was 
different from what He was. Everyone would 
have expected a royal birth, but He was born 
before the audience of livestock. Everyone 
expected the Messiah to be a politician, yet He 
came as a peasant. Everyone thought He would 
conquer with military might, yet He taught that 
the meek would inherit the earth. Everyone 
believed He would be a man, yet He came as 
the God-man and it infuriated them when He 
said so. Everyone expected a handsome and 
winsome man, yet He was despised and 
rejected. On that day, over 2,000 years ago, the 
outcast became the new in crowd. 

There are two things an outcast needs most; 
the first is verbal encouragement. Proverbs 
18:21 declares, “Death and life are in the power 
of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its 
fruit.” 

When you think back to those you know 
who are outcasts, what words of 
encouragement can you offer to speak 
life to them? 

 

The second thing an outcast needs, and most 
important, is fellowship. Throughout the book 
of Luke we will examine times when Jesus ate 
with sinners and tax collectors, prostitutes and 
peasants, and other unsavory characters. 

What step will you take to begin 
fellowship with the outcasts? 
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A pioneer of the Christian alternative music 
genre, Steve Taylor, wrote in his song Jesus is 
for Losers: 

Just as we are 
At a total loss 
Jesus is for losers 
Broken at the foot of the cross  
 

It is our job as believers to lead the outcast to 

the foot of the cross. 

 

Try this 
Here’s an exercise for you to try this week. 

From time-to-time I will sit in a public place and 

watch people. I try to observe their behavior, 

speech, and mannerisms. I used to make fun of 

them, but now I pray for them. Try going to a 

public place to watch people. Pray for each one 

that draws your attention. When you do this, 

make observations about them. Can you spot 

the outcast? What do you observe about them, 

and how would you choose to minister to them 

if the Lord moved you to do so? After doing this 

a few times, you will find yourself quickly 

identifying those on the fringe and you may find 

yourself compelled to draw them inward. 

 


